(OF Sy Environmental Health Services

4 ) t" SAN NATED COUNT ¥ HEALYH Recreational Health Program
3 5 " ENVIRONMENTAL 2000 Alameda de las Pulgas, Suite #100
v/ HEALTH SERVICES San Mateo, CA 94403

Phone:(650) 372-6200 | Fax: (650) 627-8244
smchealth.org/pools

HOW TO RESPOND TO A FECAL ACCIDENT

Effective January 1, 2017

In responding to a fecal, vomit, blood contamination, near-drowning, or drowning incident the pool
operator shall conform to the following disinfection procedures:

1) After a fecal, vomit, blood contamination, near-drowning or drowning incident, the pool operator shall

immediately close the affected public pool to pool users. If the public pool is one of multiple public pools

that use the same filtration system, then all interconnected public pools shall be closed to pool users. No
one shall be allowed to enter the public pool(s) until the disinfection procedures have been completed.

2) The pool operator shall remove contaminating material and discharge the contaminating material
directly to the sanitary sewer or other approved wastewater disposal process in accordance with State or
local requirements. The pool operator shall clean and disinfect the item used to remove the contaminating
material.

3) The pool operator shall ensure that the pH of the public pool water is maintained at 7.5 or lower and
adjust the pH if necessary.

4) The pool operator shall verify and maintain public pool water temperature at 77°F (25°C) or higher.

5) The pool operator shall ensure that the filtration system is operating while the public pool reaches and
maintains the proper free chlorine concentration during the disinfection process.

6) The pool operator shall disinfect the public pool water as follows:

o If the contaminating material is a formed fecal stool or vomit, the pool operator shall maintain the free
chlorine concentration in the pool at 2 ppm for at least 25 minutes.

o If the fecal material is a diarrheal-stool, the pool operator shall raise the free chlorine concentration in
the pool to 20 ppm and maintain that concentration for at least 12.75 hours. If that public pool water
contains a chlorine stabilizer such as cyanuric acid, the pool operator shall lower the pH to 6.5 and raise
the free chlorine concentration in the public pool to 40 ppm and maintain that concentration for at least 30
hours.

o If the contaminating material is blood, the pool operator shall check the free chlorine concentration in
the public pool at the time of the incident. If it is below the required minimum free chlorine concentration,
the pool operator shall immediately close the public pool until the required minimum free chlorine
concentration is achieved.

7) The pool operator shall test the free chlorine residual at multiple sampling points to ensure the proper
free chlorine concentration is achieved throughout the public pool water for the entire disinfection time.

8) The pool operator shall replace any affected cartridge filters and shall backwash non-cartridge filters
after the disinfecton process has been completed. The pool operator shall ensure the effluent is
discharged directly to the sanitary sewer or other approved wastewater disposal process in accordance
with State or local requirements. The pool operator shall not return the backwash through the filter. The
pool operator shall replace the filter media if necessary.
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9) The pool operator shall not allow pool users back into the public pool until the disinfection process has
been completed and the free chlorine concentration and pH of the public pool water have returned to
normal operating ranges in accordance with sections 65529 and 65530.

10) The pool operator shall immediately document each fecal, vomit, blood contamination, drowning or
near-drowning incident and maintain records in accordance with section 65523 as follows:

¢ The date and time of the incident, the available free chlorine, pool temperature and pH level at the time
of the incident. This information shall also be documented after the pool operator has completed the
disinfection process and again when reopening the pool to public users.

* Whether the fecal stool was formed or diarrheal.
e The procedures followed in responding to the contamination incident.

e The number of pool users in the public pool and the length of time between the occurrence, detection
and resolution of the incident.

NOTE: Authority cited: Sections 116035, 116050 and 131200, Health and Safety Code.
Reference Sections 116040, 116043, 116050, 116053, 1160.
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